Nehemiah shows that it is possible to be a strong leader and man of God at the same time. He
even makes it look enjoyable!
From the beginning, we see that Nehemiah takes prayer very seriously. He drops to his face
when he hears of the current state of Israel. Ezra also knows the importance of prayer in leadership so he makes sure to include all of the one-liner prayers that Nehemiah says throughout the day because if the Lord knows your heart, one line is all you need for Him to move.
And Nehemiah’s prayer life is remarkable. Every single time he prays, Nehemiah begins with

to Nehemiah and He moved.
How can you incorporate Nehemiah’s prayer strategy into your prayer life? Write out a prayer
following his outline and ask God to help you lead like Nehemiah.
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What role does Satan play in anti-Semitism (hatred towards Jewish people)?

THE BOOK:
The book of Esther is an amazing story of how God protected His people from extinction yet
again. We’re dealing with the Jews that chose not to return to Jerusalem from exile because of
either social or work-related reasons. And God still chose to protect them.
The book of Esther begins in a party at the king’s quarters. This isn’t just any party that the

The name Ahasuerus is the Hebrew name for the Persian King Xerxes and his reign lasted

How should the Church respond to anti-Semitism?

King Ahasuerus called for his wife Queen Vashtie to come and dance for his generals, but she
said no. That put the king in a very tough situation because he was technically in charge of
her.
Many claim that she was just an independent woman who was being modest, but they overpregnant with him and not been able to dance. Or she could have had the baby already and
that’s what this celebration was about, but didn’t want to show off her post-pregnant body.
Either way, her tiara was taken away because they feared that other women would use Vashtie
as an example for rebelling themselves.
After four years of not having a queen, Ahasuerus became lonely and called for his people to
create a beauty contest for him to select a new queen. Being the king of 127 provinces meant
there would be a TON to choose from, but they set out on a mission and pulled together all of
the single women.
One of the women was a Jewish girl from the tribe of Benjamin named Esther. Esther was
raised in captivity by her cousin Mordecai who was a very smart man. He knew that she had
to keep her background a secret in order to remain eligible for royalty. An interesting thing to
note is that even though Esther went against the Mosaic Law multiple times, God still chose
to give her favor and be used in amazing ways.

The king accepted Haman’s plea to wipe out the Jews, which meant that if anybody found out
king wouldn’t be able to save her. Mordecai realized that her positioning was a part of something bigger than they even knew. She was there to save the Jews.
So the text says that Esther walked “boldly” into the king’s presence, even though the queen
was not allowed there without an invite. And the king reached out his scepter towards Esther,

How can we use Esther’s boldness as an example in approaching our King?

In Chapter 3 we are introduced to Ahaseurus’ general, Haman, who had a massive ego and
his pride would eventually result in his death. Haman didn’t like Mordecai because he was a
Jew and didn’t worship Haman when he walked by, so he put together a plan to exterminate
all Jews.
Give at least one historical example of an attempt to wipe out the Jewish race:
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Esther threw the king two feasts before asking him anything, which meant that she had a major request. During the second feast, after God had been working behind the scenes a lot, the
enemy of the Jews (Haman) ended up pleading for his life from a Jew. God stepped up and
protected His people once again and Haman was hung on the same gallows that he prepared
for Mordecai. I guess, what goes around, comes around, huh?
Even though Haman was dead, the edict against the Jews was still out there. It couldn’t technically be revoked at this point according to Persian law, but a stipulation could be added to it
in order to combat the original intent. So that’s what Esther begged for, and the king allowed
one to be written up.

Growing up I believed that everything happened for a reason. It was kind of my mantra for a
while. Then once I began studying the Bible more and had a new understanding of the spiritual realm, I came to the conclusion that not everything happens for a reason. The devil is
completely real and completely dedicated to diverting the plans of God every day.
Then I hit the book of Esther.

The stipulation didn’t allow them to initiate the attacks, but it did say that the Jews could
defend themselves. And that is exactly what they did. 75,000 died during the battle and the
Jewish people became highly respected among the Persians.

As I’m reading through it, I came across how detail-oriented God was with the actions of people that didn’t even follow Him. Here, He used a Persian king that was cool with any type of

As we saw when studying Exodus, the Jews inaugurated holidays and feasts in order to remember how God used His people and worked on their behalf. These holidays and feasts are
always about God, which is pretty remarkable. Since Haman cast lots to see which day the
Jews should be persecuted, it only made sense that they would name this new feast after that.
So Purim was added to the main feasts from Exodus to show God’s faithfulness to the covenant, making it a beautiful holiday to be celebrated.

In this case, the king’s God-inspired actions changed the course for the entire Jewish race.
They were saved from a mass genocide because of insomnia and a random evening’s chosen
reading. God’s hand was all over it.

One heavily debated part of Esther is that the name of God is never mentioned, and a lot of
people have a problem with that. Martin Luther actually didn’t even think that Esther should
be included in the Bible based on that reason alone.

So, does everything happen for a reason?
I still don’t think so, but I do know that God can use anybody and any situation for His will
to be done.
What are your thoughts?

What are your thoughts on the absence of God’s name in Esther? Do you think it’s a big deal?
Why?
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