THE BOOK:
The beginning of this book shows Nehemiah sitting back comfortably in the king’s court. He
was a cupbearer, a high authority position. He was a godly man that knew his Bible well and
knew the God of the Bible even better. If he was called to do something, obedience was the
only available option.
Nehemiah’s friend Hanani updated him on what was happening in Jerusalem and it didn’t
sound good at all. Nehemiah knew that God had set apart His people in a specific way so any
time that they weren’t doing well, it broke Nehemiah’s heart.
What did Nehemiah do when this news came through? (Neh 1:4) How does that compare to
your initial reaction when receiving bad news?

Ezra shares that the king noticed that Nehemiah was sad one day, and Nehemiah was able to
tell him how he felt. The king, obviously being influenced by God, was willing to help to the
fullest. Anything that Nehemiah needed to help make things right, he was given.
Nehemiah arrived with an extra skip in his step. Nobody knew who he was, but his presence
was to be admired. He inspected the wall and knew what needed to be done.
So, the delegation began.
Nehemiah was now the new governor in town. He was the big man on campus. He was sent
by the king with working orders so everybody had to listen to him.
Unlike their previous governors who increased social injustice and were just there for personal gain, Nehemiah knew what needed to be done and how they were going to complete it. And
he chose anyone and everyone to do it. God is much more inclined to use the willing than the
able because you can always increase the knowledge and skill level of a willing person.
How willing are you to be used in God’s plan? What holds you back from going all-in?
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Just as we saw in Ezra, there was a lot of opposition towards the Jew’s rebuilding project.
There were two men named Sanballat and Tobiah who weren’t the friendliest of the bunch.
Sanballat and Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites all teamed up together
and were angered at how fast the wall was being built. It was the devil inside of them that
made them fume. They couldn’t stand seeing how good of a job they were doing and how
hard it would soon be to destroy them.
God doesn’t always protect His people if they aren’t willing to put in the work. So they rallied
the troops with sword in hand and continued working on the walls, but puffed-up their chests
in case they had to attack. They knew that the enemies wouldn’t come right away, but if they
did, they were ready. A plan was in motion. If anything were to come against them, they knew
what to do.
How does this image compare to a body of believers today? Are you plugged into a community that fights alongside each other and for each other?

Has anything happened in your life that caused you to change from your old ways? If so, did
you change cold turkey or was it a gradual process?

So what did the people do to confirm their change of heart? They made a covenant. Just as
they saw their ancestors do in the past, the Jews did the same. This wasn’t your normal, every day covenant though. This one was with the God of the universe. From here on out, they
promised to be holy as a group, not as an individual like a typical covenant. It was to be between God and His people alone.
They promised themselves that they would be set apart from the land and would follow God’s
law completely. New laws were to be instated because the people could no longer live the way
that man had always taught. They now had new obligations. The Lord’s one desire for His
people from the beginning was to have them live as a solid representation of His glory.

When the last nail was pounded and the final bolt was tightened, the door was set up and the
people were placed in their official positions under the direction of Nehemiah.

Nehemiah and Ezra, equipped with the law of the Lord, were there to bring revival. To teach
the people what needed to be changed in order to receive the blessing of the Lord upon their
new city/nation. This was the reformation of a nation for the history books. There was none
like it.

Whereas the first seven chapters were based on the wall and opposition, the content is now
redirected to the people. It went from renovating the city to renovating the nation. Both were
needed for the nation’s success.
Ezra enters the scene again. While Nehemiah was the champion of social and political influence, Ezra brought them home from a spiritual perspective. When Ezra spoke, everyone
listened. The people actually begged for more. This was a defining moment for the people of
Israel and the future nation as a whole.
After celebrating the Feast of Booths all week, the people drove themselves to mourning. They
separated themselves from foreigners and confessed their sins for what they had committed
as well as the iniquities of their fathers. They wanted to start fresh. New. Improved. Doing
things differently this time around.
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FINAL THOUGHTS

Nehemiah shows that it is possible to be a strong leader and man of God at the same time. He
even makes it look enjoyable!
From the beginning, we see that Nehemiah takes prayer very seriously. He drops to his face
when he hears of the current state of Israel. Ezra also knows the importance of prayer in leadership so he makes sure to include all of the one-liner prayers that Nehemiah says throughout the day because if the Lord knows your heart, one line is all you need for Him to move.
And Nehemiah’s prayer life is remarkable. Every single time he prays, Nehemiah begins with
praising the Lord, then he gives his opinion and desires, and finally, he ends with more praise.
His life was filled with praise and that is apparent throughout his successes. The Lord listened
to Nehemiah and He moved.
How can you incorporate Nehemiah’s prayer strategy into your prayer life? Write out a prayer
following his outline and ask God to help you lead like Nehemiah.
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