FINAL THOUGHTS
I grew up in a Christian home with loving parents that loved God even more. They were
perfect role models and taught me Christian principles in everything that I did. Modern day
Christianity at its finest.
Outside of my home life I was always submerged in pop culture and ended up getting heavily
involved in it as a result of my job back then. Pop culture was my life. I loved it all. The problem with that love though was that there were numerous contrasts with my faith life.
So I had to choose.
And I chose pop culture.
I relate my past to the people in Judges a lot. When they had a strong leader they would do
what was right in God’s eyes. When that leader died, they would go right back to their old
ways.
Back then it was about morality for them…not a relationship with God.
It was the same for me with the things that my parents taught. I had great morals, but the relational aspect was out the window. I didn’t have a good understanding of my faith, just like
the people of Israel.
We have it so much easier nowadays.
We have Jesus.
We have the Holy Spirit living inside of us.
God is always with us now, and He will never leave, which means we never have to fall back
into our old ways if we submit to God and His ways. That’s something to rejoice over.
How can you relate your life to the book of Judges?
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THE BOOK:
Ruth is a book of very high importance to the Church. It foreshadows the acceptance of Gentiles within the nation of Israel and is the key that saves them from the time of the judges.
When Naomi’s husband and sons died, she was left in the house with her two daughter-inlaws. You see, Naomi wasn’t a happy woman at all so, in her bitterness, she told the daughters to go find a new life somewhere else. Opah obeyed. Ruth did not. And Ruth’s decision
changed the course of humanity.
Have you ever made one small decision that changed your entire life? What was it?

Not only did Ruth choose Naomi, but she also chose Naomi’s people and Naomi’s God (Ruth
was a Gentile). From then on, the Lord found favor with Ruth and blessed her abundantly.
There are three laws that you must understand in order to place yourself into this story.
The Law of Gleaning: Stated that you were allowed to harvest your crop one time every day,
but then, whatever you missed was to be left for the widows and the poor.
The Law of Redemption: Stated that if you could no longer afford your land, or if the landowner died, your next of kin (aka kinsman-redeemer) had the first right to take it over, but all
obligations were included.
The Law of Levirate Marriage: Stated that if a husband dies, his brother has to assume the
marriage in order to properly raise up the husband’s seed/children.
At this point Ruth stumbled into the field of Boaz looking for some grain because she was
familiar with the Law of Gleaning. This “random” field that she went into ended up changing
everything for us.
Boaz was a noble man of high standard and strength. People looked up to him because he
knew what he was doing. Boaz was also a very generous man. He gives a double portion for
Ruth to glean. And it just so happens that the mother of Boaz was Rahab; the Gentile with a
heart for the Jews.
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Naomi realizes Boaz is a kinsman so she sees this as a massive opportunity to bless Ruth as
well as herself. Being seasoned in Jewish thought, Naomi counsels Ruth on how to draw-in
Boaz to herself.
Do you think Naomi knew Boaz’s mother was Rahab? That would tremendously increase
Ruth’s chances of success since she was also a Gentile.
Ruth approaches Boaz while he is asleep on the threshing floor. It was harvest season so landowners would sleep next to their good crop in order to protect it from being stolen. Covering
Boaz’s feet was a way of hitting on him and letting him know that she was interested. Boaz
takes the bait but realizes he needs to get around the Law of Redemption first, since his older
brother was allowed first priority.
What do you think was going through Ruth’s mind while she was waiting for Boaz to get
permission? Did she have faith that God would pull it off?

FINAL THOUGHTS
The story of Ruth foreshadows the history of God’s people in amazing ways:
Boaz can be seen as the Lord of the Harvest.
Naomi represents Israel.
Ruth is the Gentile Bride.
Now go back through the story looking at it from this new understanding. Everything lines up
perfectly. Naomi and Ruth both play a crucial part in the story of redemption. They couldn’t
do it without each other and in the end, both are blessed for their actions.
How does this story impact your views on the Jewish people today?

The good news for Ruth is that the nearest kinsman passed on the offer, so Boaz could purchase the land which included Ruth as a bride and he would become her kinsman-redeemer.
Samuel wrote this book for one reason and that can be found in verse 4:17, which says, “And
the women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, ‘A son has been born to Naomi.’
They named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David” (ESV). That means
Boaz is the great-grandfather of King David. Samuel ended the last chapter in the book of
Judges on a low note for King Saul since he was from the tribe of Benjamin and on a high note
for King David since this story shows his family’s character. It’s all political. And shortly, we
will see how David reigns supreme.
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